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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 



"The Studies in Mystical Keligion,"* by Eufus M. Jones, of 
Haverford College, is a book tracing the witness and weighing the 
evidence of mystical experience from its first Christian sources to 
the end of the English Commonwealth. It is a book of wide and 
conscientious research, solid and steady structure and noble aim. 
The style, considering the difficulties of the subject and the kind 
of reading and study in which the author must long have been 
immersed, is clear and definite, free of any attempt to dazzle or 
confuse. Those who have come to feel that the seat of authority 
in religion lies in the first-hand experience of the soul will turn 
eagerly to it, opening up as it does so many channels of the 
spiritual life of the past. 

If at first there is a shade of disappointment that the treat- 
ment is of the mystic sense as it affected groups of men rather 
than as it filtered through the individual soul, this is lost again 
in the appreciation of the value of the historic material here 
gathered together and systematically set forth. It is quite true 
that wherever there has been a great mystic there have also 
been disciples, just as wherever there has been a revelation there 
have been followers of the light; but it is the initial experience 
which is most vital, original, yielding to study the most fruitful 
results; whereas, whenever an emotion, an idea, a perception is 
captured by the many, it flows over them in shallower spread, at 
lower level. 

Mr. Jones traces the. mystic sense from its first sources in 
primitive Christianity, as it is offered in St. John the Evangelist 
and St. Paul, through the ministry and organization of the early 
church; he shows the rebound to prophecy in Montanism, after 
faith which had meant an inward trust in Christ and response to 

* " Studies in Mystical Religion." By Rufus M. Jones. New York: 
Macmillan & Co., 1909. 
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Him had become a set of formulated doctrines called "The 
Faith"; he counts among the elements borrowed from Greek 
philosophy the influence of Plato, the immense sway of Plotimis 
and the neo-Platonic school; he sets forth — slightly, of necessity 
— the mystic elements in the teachings of the Church Fathers, 
particularly dealing with Gregory of Nyssa and St. Augustine; 
and, after two chapters devoted to Dionysius the Areopagite and 
to John Scotus Erigena, he turns entirely to the mystical out- 
pouring as it affected those spiritual groups that spread over 
mediaeval Europe, the Waldenses, the spiritual Franciscans, the 
Friends of God, the Brotherhood of the Common Life, the 
Lollards, the Anabaptists, the Family of Love, etc. The Walden- 
sian, the Wycliffite and Anabaptist movement, the author admits, 
were non-mystical; but he includes them as important in the 
general trend toward a more inward and personal religion. 

He has been diligent in searching the archives and has added 
new and valuable material in the cases of Amaury and Gerson; 
ani in the Introduction particularly and in the chapters on 
Eckhart and John Scotus Erigena, he has given eloquent and 
vivifying expression to the ancient story of the soul's ascent. 



The result, as the author tells us, of thirty years of adult re- 
ligious experience, thought and study, and of the major part of 
seven years of actual composition, Baron von Hiigel's study of the 
mystical element in religion* is a great mine of thought and fact, 
containing the stuff of a half-dozen books. It is less a biography 
of that almost unknown saint of the latter half of the fifteenth 
century, Caterinetta Fiesca Adorna, than a study of the course 
and validity of the mystical sense illustrated by this unusually 
healtby-minded and independent saint. 

The book has a treble interest, historico-critical, philosophical 
and religious, and of these the first two are the more interesting. 
As Bufus Jones used a study of the mystical consciousness to lead 
up to the doctrine and discipline of the Friends, one of the broad- 
est and freest of Christian sects, so Baron von Hiigel uses the 
same material to prove the eternal and lasting predominance of 
the Boman Catholic Church, which contradiction is no censure 

* " The Mystical Element of Religion, as Studied in St. Catherine of 
Genoa and her Friends." By Baron Friedrich von Hiigel. New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 1908. 



